Free climate change workshops for Key Stage 2
The climate crisis is frequently in the news, due to increased public awareness and pressure on
governments and local authorities for action. This awareness has been increased by campaigners like
David Attenborough and Greta Thunberg.
The Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE) has been offering free curriculum-aligned energy workshops to
primary schools in South Gloucestershire since 2017 and have delivered over 40 workshops. With
support from South Gloucestershire Council, this year we hope to deliver workshops to 20 schools in the
2022/23 academic year. South Gloucestershire Council declared a climate emergency in 2019 and see
these workshops as forming an integral part of their climate and nature emergency work.
The workshops will give an overview of climate change and energy as well as a practical session on how
we can adapt locally. We will deliver the sessions online (via Zoom) and all the materials for the teachers
will be sent at least 48 hours in advance. The sessions will be delivered by two experienced members of
staff who have been DBS checked.
Feedback from the teachers:
“It [the workshop] sparked their interest in their local area and improving it. It made them think about
their futures and building a better environment for this.”
“Both presenters came across really well, knowledgeable and motivating.”
“They really enjoyed the locality of it and finding out new things about renewable energy that they
didn’t know before.”
CSE can deliver these workshops between September 2022 and March 2023.
If you are interested in having these sessions delivered to your school, please email
tess.rushton@cse.org.uk with the following details:
• School name
• Address
• Contact name
• Contact telephone
• Contact email
• Class size
• Preferred date

Workshop 1: Climate Change and Energy (30 minutes)
‘Climate change and Energy’ This presentation will give an overview of climate change and how it is
affecting us and communities across the world, this presentation will also include how energy relates to
climate change and some of the actions we can take to help.

‘What Uses Watt?’ This activity will give the children a fun and active way to put into practice what they
have learnt about energy and how they can save energy in their home and school. Children will be asked
to think about the appliances they use on a daily basis. As a part of an active game, they will be given
large images and as a class they will be asked to think about how much energy is used for each
appliance.

Workshop 2: Community Planning for the Future (45 minutes)
We will begin with a short presentation about the sorts of issues that need to be considered when
thinking about how to improve our local areas in the context of the climate crisis and how our
communities can act.
Resources provided on how communities can respond to climate change

We will then invite the students to get into groups and start thinking about what could be improved in
their area, children will be asked to mark these improvements on the large-scale maps we have
provided the teachers with. The children will have an opportunity to cut and stick different elements
onto their map and explore ways in which their community can adapt to climate change. The sessions
are offered as a package and will be delivered on the same day.
Local neighbourhood planning exercise

About CSE
CSE is a Bristol based charity that works in partnership with South Gloucestershire Council to promote
energy efficiency and renewable technologies and to provide impartial advice and information to local
residents. Our Key Stage 2 (KS2) energy workshops are on climate change, adaptation and energy. All
staff who will work on the project are experienced in delivering educational workshops and are DBS
checked.

Tess Rushton
Tess will be managing and leading the workshops. Tess joined CSE in 2021 and
supports a variety of projects, including those working with children and young
people. Tess currently supports schools to integrate the topics of energy, fuel poverty
and climate change into their lessons. Tess has also worked on Community Energy for
Everyone developing innovative approaches to tackling climate change in the UK that
includes households from marginalised communities participating in the community
energy movement. Tess collaborates with community groups, facilitating local workshops and follow up
sessions with local groups whilst identifying and engaging with target communities.

Kate Elliot-Rudder
Kate joined CSE in January 2022 as an intern to the Local & Community
Empowerment Team. Kate is Green Mentor for the Green Influencer programme for
10 to 14-year-olds, and also supports the Bright Green Future leadership programme
for 16 to 19-year-olds. Kate has experience as a local campaign organiser with the
Australian Youth Climate Coalition and as a student life coordinator for international
students in university accommodation. Prior to joining CSE, Kate was a qualitative
researcher on an Australian governmental review into mental health. She completed her undergraduate
in Politics & International Relations at University of Wollongong (Australia), where her dissertation
analysed media portrayal of school strikers.
Megan Blyth
Megan joined CSE in 2017 and a major part of Megan’s role has been supporting
young people through the Bright Green Future and Green Influencers programmes.
Megan mentors young participants, and delivers research, recruitment, updating the
website and social media account, and producing engagement and training materials.
Megan also manages the Green Influencers for CSE, engaging with community
groups, youth clubs and schools in Bristol to recruit young people and also acts as a
Green Mentor for Green Influencers in the Bristol area, supporting their project design and delivery. For
the Community Consent for Low Carbon Future project (2017-19) Megan was involved in events,
including designing and running workshops for primary schools.

